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Moulin Morneault: 
Birthplace of  Joachim Thériault 
 

J. Ralph Theriault  (Theodule, Joachim, Joseph...) 
 

he hamlet of Moulin 

Morneault was originally 
named Plourde Office for 

its original settler, Pierre 
Plourde.  It is located alongside 

the Iroquois River just over a 
ridge of hills to the east of the 
village of St. Jacques.  (See map 
at left)  Pierre chose this site for 

the first mill in present-day St-
Jacques which he built some-
time around 1840.  

Pierre Plourde was married to 
Apolline Thériault, sister of 
Charles Thériault.  Charles, one 

of our great-grandfathers (see 
'Joachim's Lineage' below), was the first francophone to settle present-day St-Jacques 
in 1822-23.  Pierre and Apolline joined Charles in 1826 along with Charles' older sister, 
Josette and her husband Jean St-Onge. 

Pierre's mill was initially a gristmill used to make flour out of the 

wheat and buckwheat that was grown by the local settlers.  Later, 
Pierre and his sons added a saw mill and other machines to card 
wool for clothing and bedding.  The mill and the house that Pierre 
later built in 1867 in Plourde Office were initially passed down 
around 1869 to Pierre's daughter Caroline and her husband David 

Rousseau.  David and Caroline, who did not have any children of 
their own, raised two of Dolphis Thériault's children, Joseph and 
Claudia and one of Caroline's nephews, Philias Morneault.  (Dol-
phis' wife, Christine died in 1862 at the very young age of 26 de-
livering their sixth child, Adolph.) 

Having been raised together by the Rouseau's, Joseph Thériault 
and Philias Morneault worked together for their foster father at the 
Rousseau saw mill in the days of their adolescence and early man-
hood.  While learning the saw mill industry with Philias, Joseph al-
so cultivated the land which was granted to his father, Dolphis, sometime before 1848.  

Joseph inherited this property some time before 1882 when he married Théogenie, the 



girl from St-Joseph a few miles away.  Théogenie was then actually Pierre Plourde's 
step-daughter.  Pierre married Théogenie's mother, Elisabeth after his first wife, Apol-
line died in 1874.  

Joseph's land in Moulin Morneault 

bordered Pierre Plourde's property 
to the south.  (See map at left)  
Later, Joseph built his first house 
across the road from the house that 

Pierre Plourde built in 1867 which is 
also the house where Joseph and 
his sister Claudia and Philias Mor-
neault lived for many years with the 
Rousseau's.  In the late 1880's, the 

Rousseau's gave their house and 
the flour and carding mill to Charles 
and Pélagie Morneault.  The saw 
mill was passed to Philias.  Charles 

and Philias Morneault held the mills 
and other buildings and houses 

within their family, handing down the ownership to their children for many generations.  

Joseph and Théogenie raised eleven of their 12 children in their Moulin Morneault 
home. Joachim, their second child, was born there in the summer of 1886. Joachim 
grew up with his cousins across the road; the children of Charles and Pélagie (Thériault) 

Morneault. Pélagie was Joseph's younger sister. One of the Morneault children, Alfred 
"Freddie", became Joachim's very close friend in their childhood and later as young 
men. So, with Theriaults on both 
sides of the road in the center of 

the settlement, Moulin Morneault 
was as much Thériault as it was 
Morneault. 

Joseph Thériault and family in front of 
their Moulin Morneault home around 
1905.  Rear (l-r): Régis (20 yrs.), Édith 
(17), Joseph (47), Delphine (15), and 
Théogénie (41).  Front (L-R) : Antoine 
(5), Élodie Plourde (64), Christine (3), 
Délia (2) and Flavie (7). Élodie, was the 
youngest spinster daughter of Pierre 
Plourde.  Not shown are Joachim (19) 
who is believed to be working in the 
woods in Allagash, Maine, and Almida 
who was born later in 1908 in Baker-
Brook. 

Pierre Plourde's house in Moulin 
Morneault is presently owned by 
Pauline Morneault, a great-grand-daughter of Charles Morneault.  The only evidence of 

the mill that is left is Philias Morneault's saw mill which was moved on the other side of 



the Iroquois River and which is largely idle today.  It is powered by electricity, a sign of 
the many changes in the lumber industry in which independent operators have difficulty 
competing. 

The settlement of Moulin Morneault was 

and continues to be an idyllic place to 
raise a family.  The Iroquois meanders 
down through a beautiful valley towards 
the Saint John River.  As the valley nar-

rows so does the river and at Moulin 
Morneault it becomes constricted by a 
granite outcrop as shown in the photo 
at right.  Over time, the river has carved 
a path through the granite and it con-

torts around the rocks forming a won-
derful waterfall.  At the base is a large 
pool surrounded by rock and draped by 
mixed forest.  The pool is open to day-

long sunshine making the spot a haven 
for kids wanting to cool off. 

To see these falls, drive to the Victoria 
Street exit off the TransCanada High-
way from Edmundston.  Head north to Rue Principal, which is on the east side of the 
Madawaska River from St. Jacques.  This street will come to a junction with a bridge 

that crosses the Madawaska River on the Chemin St. Joseph.  Take this road up over 
the mountain and down into the Iroquois River Valley.  On the map this area is known 
as Moulin Morneault. 

Park near the country store just before the bridge.  The waterfall is located 100 or so 
meters up from the bridge that traverses the Iroquois River.  There is an access road 

leading up from the road.  One could either walk up along the river to the falls or ask 

the local property owner to access the falls.  ◊   
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