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JOACHIM AND ANNIE MADORE THÉRIAULT: Biographical Notes 

J. Ralph Theriault; Saturday, September 12, 2010 

 
[Author's Note:  I will be expanding these notes as I go through my research for writing about the life of Jo-
seph Theriault, son of Dolphis and father of Joachim. This is not a complete biography. I am currently focusing 
on Joachim, Joseph's second son and second child. Also, I use geographic coordinates to pinpoint some of the 
important locations mentioned in this history. The coordinates are expressed so that if you cut and paste 
them into the address field of a search engine like http://www.maps.google.com, the exact location will be 
displayed on a map. JRT] 

The setting for Joachim's story is the small hamlet of Moulin Morneault (Moulin des 
Morneaults) in St-Jacques in the 1880's about sixty years after Charles Thériault and 
Léocade Gauvin came down from Kamouraska to start a new life together in the wild 

Madawaska territory in 1822. His brothers-in-law, Pierre Plourde and Jean St-Onge 
joined him four years later and it was some time after that Pierre Plourde and his sons 
discovered the falls on the little Iroquois River which he thought would be a good place 
for a mill. In building this mill, he founded the Plourde settlement that the post office 

later called "Plourde Office" which later became Moulin Morneault. Charles' oldest son, 
Dolphis had six children one of which was Joseph. Joseph was Joachim's father.  

Joachim was born on 25 July 1886 in the Moulin-
Morneault area of St-Jacques, NB where he was raised. 
His god-parents, David and Caroline Plourde Rousseau 
brought him to be baptized at the St-Jacques Roman 

Catholic parish church on 8 August1. He was the second 
son and child of Joseph and Théogenie Ouellet Théri-
ault; the grandson of Dolphis and Christine Soucy Thé-
riault, founding members of the St-Jacques parish and 

a great-grandson of Charles and Léocade Gauvin Ter-
rieau, first settlers of present-day St-Jacques. His 
brothers and sisters include Régis (1885), Édith (1888), 
Delphine (1890),  Dénis (1891), Charles (1894), Lévite 

(1895), Flavie (1898),  Antoine (1900), Christine 
(1902), Délia (1903) and Almida (1908).  

Joachim grew up around Philias Morneault's saw mill in 
Moulin Morneault. Philias and Joachim's father, Joseph 

were both raised by David and Caroline Rousseau and so Joseph and Philias' families 
were very close. Joachim learned how to build and operate saw mills, flour mills and 

carding mills for wool from his father, Joseph who was also a millwright, a builder of 

                                                           
1 The godparents for Joachim's brothers and sisters tell a story of the bonds between the members of the fam-
ily:  Régis' godparents in 1885 were Charles Morneault and his wife, Pélagie Thériault. Édith's godparents in 
1888 were Michel, Joseph's older brother and his wife, Modeste Francoeur. Dénis' godparents in 1891 were 
Adolphe Thériault and his wife, Hermine Plourde. 

Figure 1.  Joachim Thériault at the 
age of 21 in 1907. 

http://enfantsdejoseph.blogspot.com/p/biography-of-joachim-and-annie.html
http://www.maps.google.com/
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mills. Indeed, Joseph had been raised from the age of four by David Rousseau around 
those same mills. 

Directly across the road 
from Joachim's house2 was 

the old house that Pierre 
Plourde had built for his 
family around 1867 and that 
in 1891 was inherited by his 

grandson, Charles Morneault 
and his wife, Pélagie Théri-
ault. Pélagie was Joseph's 
younger sister so the chil-
dren in those two families 

were cousins. One of the 
cousins was Alfred. Every-
one called him "Freddie." 
Freddie was a legendary 

story-teller and a 'fun guy' 
to be around. 

Joseph and Théogenie were 
faithful members of the par-
ish of St-Jacques where Jo-
seph's sister, Pélagie was 

the first to marry in the 
church of that new parish. 
Here, Joachim made his 
First Communion on 18 August 1898 with "Freddie", 9 other boys and 12 girls. On 11 

November 1901, Joachim made his Confirmation into the Roman Catholic Church along 
with Freddie, Joachim's brother Régis and his sister, Édithe. By that time, Joachim had 
lost two of his brothers, Charles and Lévite and would lose a third brother, Dénis in a 
drowning accident just before Christmas of that year3.  

                                                           
2 The Joseph Thériault house (Geographic coordinates: 68.355062W, 47.457869N) was across the road from 
the Charles Morneault house in Moulin Morneault. Joseph built his house probably around the time that he 
married in 1882. Sometime after Joseph and his family left Moulin Morneault, the house burned and was 
eventually replaced which today is the house of Louise-Anne Roussel Gagnon. The Charles Morneault house 
was originally the Pierre Plourde house which was built by Pierre and his sons around 1867. Today in 2010, a 
great-grand-daughter, Pauline Morneault is the owner and 'chatelaine' of the Pierre Plourde house. Pierre 
only lived in that house for a few years because  in 1869 one of his sons-in-law, Pascal Morneault died. Pierre 
and his wife, Apolline Thériault (Charles' sister) moved in with their daughter, Adeline to help her with her 
seven Morneault children. Pierre Plourde gave his house to his son Jules in exchange for 'rente'. Jules soon 
after exchanged it with his bother-in-law and sister, David Rousseau and Caroline Plourde for their property 
on the Madawaska River. The couple who had no children of their own, raised Philias Morneault, a son of Pas-
cal and Adeline Morneault and, Joseph Thériault and his younger sister Pélagie who lost their mother, Chris-
tine in 1862 when they were all still toddlers. 
3 In the days before Christmas 1901, Dénis drowned in the Iroquois River in a sledding accident close to his 
house. He was 10; His body was found in the spring after which he was buried. Joachim was 15. 

Joseph Thériault family in front of their home in Moulin Morneault. 
Joachim was not present for this photo taken around 1905 when he 
was 19 and the youngest, Almida was not born yet. Joachim was no 
doubt working in the woods as a lumberjack. Front row: Antoine 
(5), Élodie Plourde (64), Christine (3), Delia (2) and Flavie (7) stand-
ing at the far right. The adults standing behind are, left to right: 
Regis (20),  Edith (17), Joseph (47), Delphine (15) and Théogénie 
(41). Élodie, a spinster, was the youngest daughter of Pierre 
Plourde. 



 
 

3 | P a g e  
 

In 1904, David Rousseau passed away in his home in St-Jacques. His wife, Caroline 
Plourde died six years earlier in 1898. After transferring their mills, home and land in 
Plourde Office to Charles and Philias Morneault around 1881, David and Caroline retired 
in a small home in St-Jacques close to the church as David had wanted.  

After the turn of the century, the lumber industry in St-Jacques went into a recession. 
Apparently thinking that there was a need for a second mill4 in Baker-Brook, Joseph de-

cided to sell his farm in Moulin-Morneault 
around 1907 and acquired a piece of land on 

the St-John River in Baker-Brook where he built 
a saw and flour mill and a house5. At that time, 
Baker-Brook was then part of the parish of St-
Hilaire.  

At around this time, Joseph and Théogenie's 
older children were approaching the age to 

marry. In fact, just before their move to Baker-
Brook in May 1906, Joseph's oldest daughter, 
Christine Édith (they called her 'Édith') married 
a 27 year old American gentleman named 

Charles Roussel. Their wedding was in St-
Jacques and they set up their home in St-
Hilaire. Two years later in July 1908, Joseph 
and Théogenie's their last child was born in 
their new home in Baker-Brook. They named 

her Almida. She was baptized at the St-Hilaire 
church on 2 August.  

During this time, Joachim no doubt was working 
with his father. But also, it was during this same 
time period that Joachim was recorded at the 

US Immigration in Fort Kent going to Allagash 
to work as a lumberjack in the wood. It was al-
so during this period that Joachim met an 18-
year old American girl who was living in Upper 

Frenchville in the parish of Sainte Luce directly 
across the St-John River from his mill.  

The Alcide Madore home (Figure 3) was just 
about 1km across the St-John River from Joa-
chim's home in Baker-Brook. Usually, Joachim 
would cross by canoe from his house onto Dai-

gle Island on the St-John River, probably por-
                                                           
4
 Actually, Joseph no doubt thought that he would be filling a need in Baker-Brook because the other mill owned by Fraser pro-

duced mostly pulp wood. The Fraser mill which was closer to the St-John River and close to the village center was located close 
to the location of the original John Baker mill built in the early 1800's.  
5
 The location of the Joseph Thériault house in Baker-Brook is 68.485101°W, 47.301624°N. 

Figure 2. Joachim Thériault playing '45' with 
his friend 'Freddie' Morneault in 1907. Joa-
chim was 21 and Freddie, 20. This photo is a 
part of the family album of Pélagie Thériault 
Morneault who identified the two men in 
her writing at the bottom of the photo. Joa-
chim and Freddie's friendship was well-
recorded by this widely-distributed photo of 
the two young bachelors playing cards. They 
remained good friends for the rest of their 
lives. Photo from the Charles and Pelagie 
Morneault Family Album. 

 



 
 

4 | P a g e  
 

tage his canoe to the other side and continue to the U.S. side. In the winter of course, 
it was just a short walk of under a mile with his snowshoes to visit his girlfriend. But he 
apparently spent more time than he should have on the American side in those few 

years when he was seeing Annie because Valier Thibault who was the son of the local 
farming family in that same neighborhood remembers his father telling him the story 
about when Joe Theriault crossed over one day to get his son because Joachim was 
needed back at the mill. Joe was overheard reprimanding his son about spending too 
much time 'with American women'.  

In the summer of 1909, Joachim and Annie were married on 23 August by the very 
young Father Thomas Bergeron in Sainte-Luce church in Upper Frenchville, Maine. Joa-

chim was 23 and Annie was 20 years old. Although presumably, Joachim traveled the 
20 mile route to Sainte-Luce from Baker-Brook this time, going through U.S. Customs 

and Immigration at Fort Kent, Maine, he was on time for his wedding. His bride, Annie 
however had spent a very scary night nursing her 3 year old brother, Adrien who had 
taken ill. She was finally able to get herself prepared for her wedding and arrived at the 
church about an hour late. We can only imagine what might have been on Joachim's 

Figure 3.  Satellite photo of Joseph Thériault and Alcime Madore neighborhood. The St-John 
River forms the International boundary set in 1842 by the Webster-Ashburton Treaty. The 
Alcime Madore house which is no longer there was just a few feet south of the Bangor & 
Aroostook railroad track (grey line) and about 800 feet south of US Route 1. The Joseph The-
riault house (also no longer there) was about 1km north of the Madore house 'as the crow 
flies'. As shown in the satellite photo, the Theriault house and mill complex is currently the 
very large Irving Lumber complex. 
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mind during the hour that he waited for his Annie! As was the tradition at that time, 
there was a small reception at the Parish Hall followed with an open house at the Ma-
dore house on the road to Fort Kent. Joachim and Annie made their home in a rented 

house on 'Rue Cinq Cenne', present-day Rue des Ormes (68.511023°W, 47.303866°N). 
At least their first four children were born in that house which still stands today on the 
west side of that street. 

Around the time of his marriage, he went to work for the Fraser mill6 in Baker-Brook. 
His supervisor was a German-Canadian named Fred Rommel. He spoke English and 

called Joachim, "Jack." Although Joachim did not have much education, he did learn to 
speak English from Fred. They were also hunting buddies. On a hunting trip around 
1912, Fred joined Joachim with a new Winchester 1892, 44/40 rifle. Joachim apparently 
told Fred that he really like the rifle. On their next hunting trip, Fred arrived with a sec-
ond Winchester 1892 rifle. This one, he presented to Joachim as a gift7. 

At around 1913, Joseph's health 

began to decline and so Joseph 
one day asked Joachim to take 
the mill. As was the "rente" tradi-
tion at that time, Joachim would 

accept the mill in return for an 
agreement to support his parents 
in retirement. Joseph didn't have 
too many options; he had earlier 
lost three of his sons to accidents 

or health problems. Of his three 
remaining sons, Antoine was too 
young and Régis had always 
made clear that he was not inter-

ested in the mill and had a good 
job in Edmundston. Moreover, 
Régis had a plan to emigrate to 

Nashua, New Hampshire to join his uncle Adolphe. He eventually emigrated with his 
younger brother, Antoine ten years later in 1922. 

It was not long after Joachim agreed to take the mill that his father, Joseph succumbed 
to pneumonia. Six days before Joachim's 29th birthday on 19 July 1915, Joseph died at 
the age of 56. Théogenie, at the age of 51, was left with six children from the ages of 
25 to 7: Delphine (25), Flavie (17), Antoine (15), Christine (13), Delia (12) and Almida 
(7). Delphine may have been working at this time, but the others were all in school ex-
cept possibly for Antoine who was close to the working age as an adult male. 

                                                           
6 Some local historians do not remember the Fraser mill as producing construction lumber. In fact, in this 
time period, Fraser was making plans for opening a new plant in Edmundston which was completed in 1916. 
7 This story was told to me by George, son of Joachim. 

The Thériault mill during the years of ownership by Joachim. 
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Joseph's mill was a fairly simple operation. According to the local historians, the mill 
was water-driven up through this time. One of the enhancements made by Joachim was 
to convert the mill to be driven by a steam turbine. 

 Delphine and Flavie married five years later in a double ring wedding in St-

Hilaire. Christine married 7 years later and Delia married 11 years later. Many were go-
ing to school and would be home for many years still. For the five years from 1915 to 
1920, Théogenie was living with her daughters and Antoine in the main house while Jo-
achim lived in the back house with Aannie and their four elder children: Léanne, Denis, 

Thaddée, and Theodule. Soon after their move, Annette was the first to be born in the 
paternal home. and later in 1919, Félix was born.  

In 1920, Delphine and Flavie married in 1920 in a double-ring ceremony in the St-Hilaire 

church. Théogenie, Antoine and Almida moved in with Flavie although Antoine was now 
a grown man and was working in the woods as a lumberjack. The other daughters were 
either at school or working. Later in 1923, Antoine and Régis emigrated to Nashua, NH 

where they worked for their uncle Adolphe's son, Marcel. Although Marcel was an attor-
ney, he also owned a dairy farm, named 'River View' in west Nashua. 
 

Notes for the following material: 

 Should be noted that Joachim was known as a man of faith and a very generous 
and kind man. For many years, he sang in the choir at their parish church in St-
Hilaire. According to his children who listened to him practice on Sunday morn-

ings as they prepared to go to Mass, he had a very good voice. He memorized all 
of his Latin music and sang 'by ear' because he could not read nor write as was 
the common case for most men of that time. 

 

Mill Owner/Operator (1915-1938) 
 Joachim's best years were from 1920 to 1930 when his mill became an important 

part of the Baker-Brook lumber industry,  

 He was well-known by mill operators in the valley going as far south as Patten, 
Maine where he was recorded as visiting a friend who was a mill operator in Pat-
ten. 

 Joachim added to his property by acquiring farm land 'au Reed' and building a 

second mill in Val Lambert.  
 Joachim provided the framing and finish lumber for the new church in Baker-

Brook in 1925 

 On 2 Nov 1930, two months before Jeannine was born, Joachim was walking 
home with his wife, Annie after spending an evening with some friends in Baker-
Brook. He was struck by a Monsieur Levesque who was drunk. He was knocked 
unconscious and was completely disabled. Friends and neighbors helped bring 

Joachim home where the bleeding was eventually brought under control. Later 
on that day, he was taken to St-Basile. An entry from the registry of the Hotel-
Dieu in St-Basile: "Le 2 novembre 1930, est entré à l'hôpital Joachim Thériault, 
de Baker Brook, époux d'Annie Madore. Il souffrait d'une contusion cérébrale et 
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fut hospitalisé dans la salle St-Julien. Son médecin était le docteur P.C. Laporte. 
Il est sorti de l'Hôtel-Dieu le 6 novembre 1930." Sr Bertille Beaulieu, archiviste, 
28 mai 2009 

 In this time, Joachim and Annie grew their family to 13 with the 14th child born 
on 16 Feb 1933, Jeanne D'Arc, unfortunately a still-born.  

 

Retirement (1938-1947) 
 In 1938, he turned his mills over to his son, Thaddée who operated the mills for 

2-3 years after which the mill was transferred to elder son, Dénis in the early 
1940's. 

 After that time, Joachim and Annie helped at the 'Maison des Pauves' first in St-
Hilaire then later in Baker-Brook.  

 This was a very difficult time for Joachim and Annie and their five youngest chil-

dren: Georgette, Therese, Marie-Ange, Jos and Jeannine, who were still at home. 
 During this time, Annie spent much of her time in addition to working at the Mai-

son des Pauvres, scheduling her children with various members of the family. 

 A few years later, they moved into a little house built by their sons in Baker-
Brook. 

 On the 30th September 1947, Joachim died of a cerebral hemorrhage that was 

caused by a brain aneurysm.  
 Annie continued her life after Joachim for 12 years spending most of her time 

and energy in St-Basile helping at the Sanitarium that was built soon after Joa-
chim died by Sœur Morneault, daughter of Charles and Pélagie. Annie died at the 

Hotel-Dieu in St-Basile of heart and kidney disease on 7 July 1959. 
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A Personal Note: 
 
I remember Grandpere Joachim as a gentle, quiet man who didn't speak often but 

when he spoke, people listened. His mark was his self-taught knowledge of mechanics, 
his kindness and his generosity and he knew how to have a good time. He was known 
throughout the valley and beyond as the owner and operator of the Theriault mill of 
Baker Brook. Following the example of his grandfather, Dolphis, he generously helped 

his Parish Church. He milled the construction and finish lumber for the church when it 
was constructed in 1925. He had a great singing voice that he used to serve his faith. 
Grandmere Annie was a fun-loving woman who was very smart and was very strong. 
Her sense of humor sometimes came close to a ‘less-than-kind’ sense of humor. She 

was the one that kept the books for their business. 
 

Joachim operated the mill until around 1938 when his health began to fail and he 
turned the mill over to one of his elder sons, Thaddée. Thaddée operated the mill for a 
couple of years after which, he decided to go to work for Canadian National Railroad 

(CNR), the local railroad, in Edmundston. Joachim asked his elder son, Dénis to take the 
mill and Joachim went into semi-retirement doing charity work in his village and local 
parish. He died on 30 September 1947 of a brain aneurysm. His wife, Annie, passed 
away on 7 July 1959 at the Hotel-Dieu St-Basile. 

The descendants of Joachim Thériault (1886-1947) and Annie Madore (1889-1959) of 

Baker Brook, New Brunswick, Canada begin with their 13 children including: 

1. Léanne (1910-1976), 
2. Dénis (1912-1972), 

3. Thaddée (1914-1959), 
4. Theodule (1915-1969), 
5. Annette(1918-1955), 
6. Félix (1919-1964), 

7. Rita (1921-1980), 
8. George (1922-1990), 

 9. Georgette (1924- 2013), 
10. Thérèse (1926-1979), 
11. Marie-Ange (1927-  ), 

12. Joseph (1929-2001), 
13. Jeannine (1931-  ) and 
14. Jeanne D'Arc (1933-1933). 
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